Department
Directory

General Education
Prior to Fall 2015
Schools & Programs
Accounting & Business
(213) 740–8885
marshall.usc.edu

Dramatic Arts
(213) 821–1286
dramaticarts.usc.edu

Architecture
(213) 740–2420
(800) 281–8616
arch.usc.edu

Engineering
(213) 740–4530
viterbi.usc.edu

Art and Design
(213) 740–ARTS (2787)
roski.usc.edu

Gerontology
(213) 740–5156
www.usc.edu/gero

(213) 740–5930
dornsife.usc.edu

Communication
and Journalism
(213) 821–0770
annenberg.usc.edu

(213) 740–8986
(800) 872-2213
music.usc.edu

Dentistry
(213) 740-2841
dentistry.usc.edu

Preventive Medicine
(213) 740-1060
www.usc.edu/medicine/hp
Public Policy
(213) 740–6842
www.usc.edu/price

Letters, Arts and Sciences

Cinematic Arts
(213) 740–8358
cinema.usc.edu

Dance
(213) 740-9327
kaufman.usc.edu

Pharmacy
(323) 442-1369
www.usc.edu/pharmacy

Music

Occupational Science and
Occupational Therapy
(323) 442-2850
(866) 385-4250
chan.usc.edu

The University of Southern California admits students
of any race, color, national origin, ancestry, religion,
gender, sexual orientation, age, physical disability or
mental disability to all the rights, privileges, programs,
and activities generally accorded or made available
to students at the school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry,
religion, gender, sexual orientation, age, physical
disability or mental disability in the administration
of its educational policies, admissions policies,
scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other
school-administered programs. The University’s full
nondiscrimination policy can be found on the Web at
policies.usc.edu.
In compliance with Section 504 of the Federal
Rehabilitation Act, the university provides
reasonable accommodations for students with
disabilities. The university’s Section 504 Coordinator
is the USC Office of Equity and Diversity. For more
information, contact the 504 Coordinator at oed@
usc.edu or visit equity.usc.edu.

Planning
Your Transfer

General Education Courses Recommended for Admission

Transfer Planning Worksheet
Who Should Use This Worksheet?
Students who began full-time, college-level work prior to fall 2015 (excluding summer semesters) will need to follow
the General Education requirements outlined below.
Students who started college-level coursework in fall 2015 or after will need to follow the new General Education
program. Refer to the Transferring to USC 2016 brochure for more information.

Courses Required for Admission

Core Courses Recommended for Admission

Must be completed prior to transferring to USC.
WRITING

MATHEMATICS

DIVERSITY

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Strong writing skills are
essential to success at
USC. All undergraduates
at USC are required to take
two writing courses: one
lower-division and one
upper-division course. The
upper-division course must
be taken at USC.

You are expected to have
earned strong grades in
at least three years of
high school mathematics,
including Advanced Algebra
(Algebra II) or Intermediate
Algebra at the college level
with a grade of C or better.

The Diversity requirement
addresses relations among
groups marked by differences
in age, ability, ethnicity,
gender, language, race,
religion, sexual orientation,
nationality and social class.
Courses in this category
challenge undergraduates
to respect these differences,
to analyze their social and
cultural consequences, and
to relate this information to
conflicts in a contemporary
American context.

Requirements vary by major.
Many degree programs have
a third-semester foreign
language requirement
(see pages 12-15 in the
Transferring to USC booklet
for a list of these programs).
To fulfill the third-semester
requirement, it may be
necessary in some cases to
complete a fourth-semester
course. Students attending
schools on the quarter
system will need to take a
fifth quarter to complete
this requirement.

Before being admitted,
however, successful transfer
applicants will complete
a course equivalent to the
lower-division requirement,
WRIT 150. Usually the
second course in an Englishlanguage college composition
sequence satisfies this
requirement.
If your school does not
offer a course equivalent to
WRIT 150, you should take
the strongest composition
course available. This course
may not be taken on a Pass/
No Pass basis. Professional,
technical, creative and
remedial writing courses will
not satisfy this requirement.

Majors in the sciences,
social sciences, business,
architecture and engineering
at USC require specific
mathematics courses
and achievement beyond
this level.
If lower-division mathematics
courses are required by
your major, we advise you
to complete them early in
your college studies, prior to
applying to USC.

Diversity courses are typically
(but not exclusively) offered
by ethnic studies and gender
studies departments.
Introduction to Sociology
also fulfills this requirement.

Please refer to Additional
Coursework by Major
on pages 12-15 in the
Transferring to USC booklet
to find out if your intended
program of study requires
additional coursework.

Students are encouraged to
start taking these courses
early in their college career.
A score of 4 or higher on an
AP foreign language exam
(other than Latin) can fulfill
this requirement.
Language courses taken fully
or partially online do not
satisfy this requirement.

If you are unsure if your
writing course is equivalent
to WRIT 150, or if it does
not appear on any current
articulation agreements or
histories, keep the syllabus and
papers for later review by USC.
WRIT 150
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Students who have not
completed the equivalent of
USC’s third-semester course
must take a placement exam
to determine the appropriate
entry level.

To graduate, USC undergraduates are required to take one course in each of the six categories below. Successful
applicants to USC will fulfill at least some of these courses before being admitted.

I

II

III

IV

V

VI

WESTERN
CULTURES AND
TRADITIONS

GLOBAL
CULTURES AND
TRADITIONS

SCIENTIFIC
INQUIRY

SCIENCE
AND ITS
SIGNIFICANCE*

ARTS
AND LETTERS

SOCIAL ISSUES*

Courses must
focus broadly on
Greco-Roman or
Judeo-Christian
traditions through
the modern
European era,
with at least a
two-century span
(e.g., Western
Civilization).

Courses in this
category examine
cultures associated
with Africa, Asia,
Latin America, the
Middle East, Native
America or Russia.
Although there may
be comparisons
with the West,
these courses
examine cultures
on their own
terms as distinctly
different from the
West and over a
substantial period
of time. Cultural
Anthropology
fulfills this
category.

Courses should
focus on basic
scientific principles
including
the scientific
method and the
development of a
body of scientific
knowledge. The
first course in the
major sequence, or
a course for nonmajors, is usually
acceptable, so
long as the course
includes a lab or
field experience.
The course cannot
be remedial.

This course focuses
on a particular area
of research using
perspectives from
many scientific
disciplines to
show connections
among fields, as
well as potential
real-world uses
and consequences.

Courses require
critical analysis of
literature, philosophy,
visual arts, music
and/or film. Students
must demonstrate
intense engagement
with these works using
methods of written
argumentation and
persuasion. Courses
centered on a theme,
country, genre or welldefined time period
are preferred over
broad surveys.

Courses focus
on local, national
and international
problems, and
on developing
the analytical skills
to understand them
in a broad context.
Each course includes
a companion series of
evening lectures.

Not acceptable:
History of nonEuropean groups,
including World
Civilization
courses, or
courses on
specific topics
(e.g., 18th-century
French drama).

Not acceptable:
Courses in U.S. or
Latin American
political history,
Israel or the Middle
East in the 20th
century, or modern
Asia.

Not acceptable:
Studio, performance
or pre-professional
courses.

Not acceptable:
Interdisciplinary
or applied
sciences, such
as environmental
science, ecology,
meteorology,
paleontology,
anatomy,
physiology and
microbiology. Labs
may not be taken
online.
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*Must be taken at
USC. Engineering
students may
complete this
requirement
prior to transfer
by taking an
additional course
from Category I
or II.
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*Must be taken
at USC.

COURSE

MAJOR-RELATED COURSES Make a note of required and suggested preparation for your major
(see pages 12-15 in the Transferring to USC booklet).
Advanced Algebra or
Intermediate Algebra
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